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Press Release: Transplant Success

Date: 8th December 2010

The Gift of Life for Christmas

Local athlete, Ian Brannigan, from Newcastle received the best present imaginable when he was lucky enough to receive a suitable organ giving him the gift of life, Ian would like to urge the people of Northern Ireland to sign on to the NHS Organ Donor Register and help save lives.
In Northern Ireland there are currently 300 people waiting for an Organ, 8 of these are children – Ian is one of the many transplant athletes from Northern Ireland who will be taking part in the forthcoming Westfield Health British Transplant Games to help to increase awareness for the desperate need for Organ Donation in Northern Ireland and the rest of the UK.

Ian says;

‘Receiving my transplant was undoubtedly the most amazing gift anyone could ever give me – the ‘Gift of Life’ – I thank that person and their family everyday for giving me the chance to carry on. I want to help raise awareness of the positive effect this has on my life and that of family and friends who supported me throughout.’

Ian will be taking part in the Westfield Health British Transplant Games in August 2011, an annual event organised by the charity Transplant Sport UK. The Games, now into their 34th year, are the biggest event in TSUK’s calendar, and it is expected that around 800 transplant athletes plus their supporters will travel from across the UK to take part in a variety of sports and social events featured during the four day event. 


Dr Eddie Rooney, Chairman, Local Organising Committee said

“By registering as an organ donor you will be offering someone the ultimate Christmas gift. Bearing in mind that you are more likely to receive a donated organ than become a donor, that special gift could be coming to you.”
Transplant Sport UK, as one of the official charities of the Deep RiverRock Belfast City Marathon, invite all to be involved either as a sponsor, supporter, volunteer or runner. To take part in the marathon and support TSUK please visit www.belfastcitymarathon.com to enter.
Join the NHS ORGAN DONOR REGISTER NOW AND HELP SAVE LIVES IN NORTHERN IRELAND - TEXT: SAVE to 84118 CALL: 03001232323 or VISIT www.organdonation.nhs.uk

 For more information on how you can support TSUK please email emma.dean@transplantsport.org.uk
Ends.
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For further press information please contact Nicola Marks on 07870592380 or email Nicola@1visionpr.com

NHS Organ Donation Statistics 

Northern Ireland:

· 300 people are currently waiting for a transplant in Northern Ireland.

· 8 of these are children.

· 13 died waiting 2008/2009.

· 447,000 people are signed onto the Organ Donor Register in Northern Ireland - only 26% of the population! 


In the UK between 1 April 2009 and 31 March 2010: 
· 3,709 organ transplants were carried out, thanks to the generosity of 2,021 donors.   
· 978 lives were saved in the UK through a heart,  lung, liver or combined heart/lungs, liver/kidney, liver/pancreas or heart/kidney transplant.   
· 2,739 patients’ lives were dramatically improved by a kidney or pancreas transplant, 160 of whom received a combined kidney/pancreas transplant.   
· A further 3,099 people had their sight restored through a cornea transplant.   
· A record number of 552 non-heartbeating donor kidney transplants took place and accounted for one in five of all kidney transplants.   
· Living donor kidney transplants are increasing –  475 in 2004-05, 589 in 2005-06, 690 in 2006-07, 831 in 2007-08, 927 in 2008-09 and 1,038 in 2009-10 – and now represent more than one in three of all kidney transplants.   
· Almost a million more people pledged to help others after their death by registering their wishes on the NHS Organ Donor Register, bringing the total to 17,400,213(September 2010).
All statistics we produce and publish undergo a vigorous validation process to ensure, as far as possible, that information is factually accurate.
